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§ ‘ s 3 US Open Juniors 2018

After many years of holding the US Open junior

qualifying tournament in Flushing, Queens next to
the Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, it was
oy moved to the Cary Leeds Tennis Center in the Bronx.

- It was a very unique feeling because the tournament

B [T TN R
CORREL NONREEE o
« 4 “n

didn't have the same overwhelming effect it usually
has. If you are used to traveling overseas and have

participated 1in grand slam junior qualifying

aah\as tournaments, it may be nothing significant.

- But for most Japanese high school tennis champions,
it 1s a very rare experience to play outside of Japan and especially at a grand
slam. The Bronx tournament site was a beautiful facility but the nearby

neighborhood was very impoverished and felt unsafe to go out and buy food or drinks.

USA—TUPazF7FRENEY—-O— - F0J - FLaFLTZRAEUE—ICHET S
75900 V4 —XATREMONTEELEN, TANSFEELY TOVIRIZHDF Y
J—)—F - TZREUE—TBEShEL].

ARUSH—T AL o TV R BB LGTERTEEA >=OAFBREGRLTL
HLLHBBIENBANKT D EITENTVWTY SV FRSLDD 1 =T FERICS
MzLTVSDEL, TEDLIBREFELCGELLNE LIAFEREA,

LAL. BEAEDBADEREF v VEF VICE>TIRAXREHT, E5ITV5VFRS LA
THEET DI LFMOTITHEMERTY, JAVIADT=Ra— ME, BBEMERE L TILIR
BHEDOTTN, TOFADHBICTALVARSSEH. BEPLRAYLEEBEVITIIET
RHRHHELSICBONBEFRTL.

Japan's high school tennis association is always trying to be progressive and have been
making changes to improve the experience each year. This year they decided to bring
one of the player's coaches to the tournament. I thought it was a good idea because
it's hard to tell sometimes how hard we can push the players during practice especially
before a match. The team also went to Waseda University to play some practice
matches prior to flying to NY as preparation for the tournament.

I am very honored and fortunate to say that this was my 7th time participating as the
team's coordinator/coach. This year our participants were Hikaru Shiraishi and Kisa

Yoshioka. It was a pleasure meeting and working with them.
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Hikaru had entered a few junior grand slams earlier this year and had some
experience playing overseas. But he also experienced some heartbreak so he was
determined to make it into the main draw. He is such a fighter and managed to use
his footwork, consistency, and technique to rattle his opponent to take a 5-3 lead but a
lengthy rain delay took away the momentum and his opponent made some
adjustments to take the first set. His opponent was in full control of the match in the
second set up 5-1 and 3 match points at 0-40 but Hikaru never gave up and fought
back to 4-5 but lost the next game and the match. Very often it seems that a big
disadvantage the Japanese boys face is not their technique or will to win but the lack
of a big serve to create easy points. It is not an easy solution since the average
Japanese player is much shorter than the Europeans and Americans. But regardless,

it 1s a necessity in men's tennis to have a big serve.

K (BEAR)IXSEIZAY, §TIZHSVRRASLOKREIZHBELTEY ., BATORESEZREL
TWFELE, ZETATEBLEINMEZRGICRKEALNY O EWSTRFLERISIETVE
Lo WICIEERVBIRE DY bT—Y ZEMELETL—R 2 VIC—BEUNHY . MEBFEE
BESE5TI=vyYT5—3FTU—FLFELEDL. REBIOMIZEK DHERIC &L > THEHEFE.
FT1Ey FETRITHETELSLIITHE>TLWEL, 2y FEEHBAFENASS5—11)—F
LY, O—40TIEDIYFRAVLZHMAFELz, TNTIHIRIEIRLTHESHTIC, 7
—LhOU 4 —5FETEYRLELEA, REICBIATLEVWL, COREMASLARDE
FUOAZTEFINAEERTAIBRIE.BITTIZVIPHELZVEWVWSAVFIILEADRRTIEHAL,
BIZRA Y FARNDEAR Y —ERDORIMTY, I—AYNAPLTAYDANITHERTHAA
DEHERIFETHEVDT, CHITBRICBRTELZLTEHOY FEFREA, LIMALELNS, R
BLRAVIERBZENTEZEZEY I H—TDEBIE. BFTZRICEL>TFARTT,

Kisa is a powerful lefty whose style of play is very uncommon in Japan. She has
great potential but her inexperience playing overseas was costly in a big tournament
like this. It was to our advantage that the venue was moved to the Bronx because I
think the Flushing courts would have made her quite nervous. It looked as though

her opponent was a bit nervous in the start of the match and Kisa probably needed to
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get an early lead to keep the pressure on but she was unable to convert on some key
points and ultimately finished the match losing 10 of the last 11 games. Her
movement and her serve definitely need improvement but her innocence and lack of
grit seemed to be a deciding factor. Many of these girls are 14~15 years old, well
travelled and are very hungry for success. I think the mind set of a 17~18 year old

high school senior is not the same and their priorities are shifted towards college.

FRERDTL—REAIIE, BRATEHLGIRVERNESEZENLZLDTY . BEITHE
SLWRTUIOYILEH >TLETH, BATOREBRBRORENLARED T L—2SETEDS
ANz &SICBRFET, BRICEHSTIEHERENTOV Y RICEEICHE S T=DIEFELTL
t=o HEDEBTHNIE, L HERERT B EITHESETLEIDD, FHOMEHEFEE, HE
FREZIEVLBELTV=OT, BHICTLy o ry—n T, FRTHLIBY—FNABETL
fzo LHL. HEDORNEZDO LS BRAICEEST . BRICRELZ 1145 —LD551 05—
LZEEHGTEL, B TLEVWELZ, BEDTY bT—0 EH—EREIhD B IHENDE
TIH, TAULIZHEOHEAILTICET 2B EENA VI ILOFENRETHSLSICHLE
AFLIz, CORKRIZHBLTWAEHRADEXFO2=_7EFDELIE14EBMNS15FBTHY.
HAZMZEE L, BRICKHLTLETHLENRTY ., —A. BRAD 17, 1 8ZOEREDAE
[FEWS ERFEANEFTEHENS T ETENALDIEVZHE>TVSE LI T,

2018 was a series of first time experiences. New teachers, new players, and a new
venue but overall, it was another great learning experience.
We are so blessed to have 2018 US Open champion Naomi Osaka and semi-finalist Kei
Nishikori in this golden age of tennis for Japan. Both are an inspiration and role
model for the sport. Let's hope that we can find the next world class tennis player
with great potential in Japan's high school tennis at an early age so that we can

motivate and help guide them to their dreams!

2018 F(F. WIOTLEHBHRDEHT LIz, HLLWEEAICHLIVEF -5, ZhdhoHLL
RBICHITEHHAELELETT, LALENSZTNOTRTHRES LLVEUVDORERE LY F L1,
2018 FEDUSH—TUIE, KIRBEFEFAL VT ILATER L1z & OB EEFAEERE
[CEHLECELGEHRDTZRARIZE>TAREFTES LWWEELY FE Lz, MEFEADTL
—V—ICKEBRBEEZZFEETHY. AAR—YROBEFERTT, BAOERTRIZLEE
5 LWATREMZOEBEVEFN K SABY. TORMORDT—ILEY SR ERY 5 5EF
DNEGETHILEEHHLELLI. TLTEDLILHONDEERZ. ERALEBIHR—FN
TEFET&LSIT!

Takashi Zetsu (& K%)
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