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2017 US Open Junior Tennis Championships

Yuta Kikuchi

Marina Kurosu
It has been a great pleasure to be a part of this special team for the 6th straight year!
It feels like each year goes by quicker and quicker. With Yuta returning for the second
straight year and with Marina being a teammate of Eri Shimizu, the champion the past
2 years, I felt like it was going to be quite an adventure. One thing is for certain in
sports. There are no guarantees when it comes to the outcome. And at the Grand Slam
level, anything can happen. We practiced extensively with the same training schedule
as last year. I was fortunate to have found a few training partners, all of whom are
nationally ranked and the best players in New Jersey. The three new teachers that
came on this year's trip were very supportive and friendly and it made for a very light
hearted environment. There were also several changes in terms of the coordination and
management of the team which made my job very easy to focus on. It feels like we are
constantly moving in the right direction each year and I'm sure next year will also be a

success.



Marina Kurosu

This year's high school girls champion Marina was a very unique individual. She had
never before played an international tournament overseas or in Japan. She was also not
accustomed to traveling very far outside of Japan so her competition in NY(13 hour time
difference) was a very big challenge. Marina had also been hurt during the summer and
had to miss most of the big tournaments. The combination of all of these things made
her adjustment to playing in the US quite difficult. Her body felt very heavy and the
court surface and time difference and lack of match play increased the tension on her
body as it was very evident during most of her practice sessions. Unfortunately she was
unable to get a good practice session before her match and things were not looking very
positive.

When the match had finally begun, Marina was so overwhelmed that she hardly won a
point for the first few games. But she didn't give up and finally managed to get 1 game
in the first set but losing it 1-6. The score would go to 1-6, 1-5 but instead of giving up,
she fought back from being down match point to make it 4-5. Although she eventually
lost 4-6, she finally looked like the champion that won the high school national
tournament and someone that belonged in the US Open. I was very proud of her
because she had a very difficult challenge and could have easily given up but at the very
end showed incredible grit and determination. I hope that she has learned how tough it
1s to be a tennis professional. To fly from country to country to perform at the highest
level and to have such mental toughness is no simple task. I am sure there is a lot that
Marina has learned and I hope that she will keep growing as a player and as a person

through the many experiences from this trip.

Yuta Kikuchi

It was very exciting when I found out that Yuta would be coming to NY again for the
second straight year. He had an impressive summer and was determined to do better
than last year at the Open. He knew what to expect from last year's experience and was
quick to adjusting his body and mind. We had very good practices leading up to the
match and he did not seem too nervous. I had told him not to get too confident because
there are so many incredibly good tennis players around the world. Just like he
surprised everyone with his performance last year, someone else may do the same to
him this year.

As the match started, Yuta looked like himself and in complete control of the match
taking the first set 6-1. But in a blink of an eye, all of that would change. His opponent,
a 15 year old lefty boy from Great Britain, would start playing very aggressively. The



pace and depth surprised Yuta and before he knew it was down 0-3. He was able to fight
back a few games but could never take the lead and would eventually play very
conservative and indecisive. Eventually dropping the next two sets and the match. It
was quite a shock at first and it took a little bit of time for reflecting. It was a perfect
storm of all the wrong things that could have happened. 1) He was not put in a losing
situation for quite some time because of his very successful year so far 2) His desire to
perform even better than last year added some pressure 3) His lack of clarity on the
important points 4) His equipment (racquet) was not perfectly prepared 5) Didn't
visualize the possibility of losing so his mind went blank when it actually happened

6) Didn't know how to take momentum away from His opponent like taking a bathroom
break or calling a trainer. But all of these things are part of learning and growing as a
player. I'm sure Yuta is very disappointed about the result but I believe he will come
back a stronger player because of it. It just goes to show that the mental aspect of

sports will always be the toughest when you reach the highest levels.

Overall, I feel that all the teachers and players get to go back to Japan with a lot of
incredible experiences and memories that will last a lifetime. I am very honored and
proud to have been a part of this team for the past 6 years. I wish you all goodluck in the

future!

Takashi Zetsu



